
Rainer G. Uschner
10213 Pepperhill Lane
Richmond, VA  23233
(804) 740-4820 (phone/fax)

January 28, 2004

Mr. Mark Alling
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
4949-A Cox Road
Glen Allen, Va. 23060
Via e-mail

Re:  Water Quality Improvement at Tuckahoe Creek, Henrico, Virginia

Dear Mr. Alling:

I enjoyed your presentation on Tuckahoe creek and its tributaries, which you gave on January 20, 2004. The
DEQ has worked diligently to test our neighborhood creek and watershed area and you presented a good
overview of the findings.

According to your request, I submit the following suggestions to help reduce pollution levels in this area:

1. I believe that the population of wild geese who live permanently in our area is out of control as
evidenced by the amount of excrement, particularly in the area around the lakes of Innsbruck.  I
believe that a coordinated effort between the DEQ and other state and county agencies involved in
animal control issues should be made to get a handle on this part of the problem.

2. You mentioned during the presentation that deer actually create the highest amount of fecal
pollution in the wildlife group. Again, adequate control of this population should yield a major
improvement in the water quality due to reduced pollution. I believe that coordinated efforts by
county and state officials would yield good results.

3. I believe that more can (and probably should) be done to supervise farming operations in our area
to minimize animal wastes from reaching the watershed.

4. The DEQ findings and suggestions regarding low dissolved oxygen levels (especially in our ponds)
appear to be reasonable and adequate.

As a general comment, I would like to commend you on your efforts to contact the residential associations.
For future reference, I suggest that Mr. Ralph Cooke from the Henrico County planning office (501-4282)
could be of assistance when attempting to contact adjoining homeowners in order to maximize the impact of
your efforts. I encourage you invite representatives of the homeowners associations to initiate discussions
on how to minimize pet and fertilizer pollution.

I am a board member of the Henrico Business Council (part of the Greater Richmond Chamber) and I
recommend that you keep us posted about your efforts as we may be in a position to assist you in the future.

Sincerely yours,

R. G. Uschner

Cc: Mrs. Pat O’Bannon, Mrs. Angela Harper (via e-mail)
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April 30, 2003

Rainer G. Uschner
10213 Pepperhill Lane
Richmond, VA  23233

Dear Mr. Uschner:

Thank you very much for your written comments on the Tuckahoe Creek TMDL.  Responses to your
comments are italicized below each comment.

1. I believe that the population of wild geese who live permanently in our area is out of control as
evidenced by the amount of excrement, particularly in the area around the lakes of Innsbruck.  I
believe that a coordinated effort between the DEQ and other state and county agencies involved in
animal control issues should be made to get a handle on this part of the problem.

Response:  Wildlife bacteria load is considered a natural effect from the presence of wildlife species in the
watershed.  Wildlife bacteria load is very important, but because wildlife is considered naturally present in
the watershed, the TMDL does not seek reductions in wildlife bacterial load or populations.  This includes
Canada geese, even though a sub-species of non-migratory Canada geese inhabit Virginia along with the
migratory population. 

2. You mentioned during the presentation that deer actually create the highest amount of fecal pollution
in the wildlife group. Again, adequate control of this population should yield a major improvement in
the water quality due to reduced pollution. I believe that coordinated efforts by county and state
officials would yield good results.

Response:  Please see response #1. 

3. I believe that more can (and probably should) be done to supervise farming operations in our area to
minimize animal wastes from reaching the watershed.



Response:  During the next phase of the TMDL, the development of an implementation plan, we will be
looking at the contributions of agriculture, along with the other identified sources, and devising methods to
limit the amount for bacteria contribution to the streams.  This process will occur with the creation of local
workgroups, composed of local stakeholders, who will set priorities for the Best Management Practices
(BMPs) to be installed.

4. The DEQ findings and suggestions regarding low dissolved oxygen levels (especially in our ponds)
appear to be reasonable and adequate.

Response:  Thank you.

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding the information provided.  I would be happy to make
myself available to further discuss the Tuckahoe Creek TMDL.

Sincerely,

R. Christopher French
TMDL Coordinator
Piedmont Regional Office, DEQ
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July 7, 2004

Jeff W. Perry
Department of Public Works
P.O. Box 27032
Richmond, VA 23273-7032

Dear Mr. Perry:

Thank you very much for your written comment on the Tuckahoe Creek, White Oak Swamp, and Four Mile Creek
TMDLs in Henrico County.  Your comment is summarized below and along with our response. 

1. County of Henrico Public Works staff located 200 unregulated point sources, or “straight pipes” during a
county-wide stream assessment undertaken in 2000.  They provided pipe diameter, type and quality of
discharge, and latitude / longitude of each unregulated point source pipe.  Henrico County staff request that
DEQ staff investigate these pipes as part of any implementation plan.

Response:   DEQ appreciates that the County of Henrico has provided us with the locations of these pipes.  DEQ
pollution response staff has begun investigation of these pipes to include sampling and source identification.  The
complete investigation  of these pipes is anticipated to take one year. Those pipes found to be illicit discharges
will be further investigated to determine the source and corrective actions will be taken.  This investigation will be
included in the implementation plan if not complete by the time the plan is written.

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding the information provided.  I would be happy to make myself
available to further discuss the TMDLs in Henrico County.

Sincerely,

R. Christopher French
TMDL Coordinator
Piedmont Regional Office, DEQ


